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There’s nothing cryptic about 



Special to the Press-Gazette 

Ned the Dead: He has a lot of fun hosting midnight thriller 
movies. 


Ned the Dead. 

Not a regular fellow, Ned. You 
can see that. 

He’s the self-described 
“Transylvania swinger guy" who 
caroms around in Channel 11 's 
“Chiller Theater" at midnight 
Saturdays. 

Ned laughs madly. He looks 
weird, acts the same. 

The horror host tea>es the plots 
of his Grade-H flicks, and his 
audience. His humor is "toward a 
dog 8 level," he freely admits. 

Ned is oh so many things that 
we and TV are not supposed to be. 
And that's why he’s fun. 

He's got a cult following — 
Dead Heads, if you will. 

Some are kids. They write to 
him and add such lines as "I drew 
a big spider on this because I knew 
you'd love it." Ned does. 

Then there are letters from 
Grade-A zanies. One bunch even 
has a fantasy studio going: 
"Mourner Bros. Productions — 
Ix>ndon, New York, Sydney, 
Appleton." 

The Mourner motto: "The only 
good film is a bad film." 

Ned the Dead says, "They set 
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up these crazed scenarios that 
they want me to star in." Such as 
"Gidget Gets Diced." 

For Mourners’ "Mayberry 
D.O.A." this is the storyline: 

"Opie comes home to find that 
Aunt Bea has met with the Grim 
Reaper and in a bizarre plot twist 
runs her whale-like corpse through 
the food processor." 

Yes, the man himself says, 
there are tons of jollies in being 
Ned the Dead. 

Who is this Ned in real life and 
how did he get Dead? 

Ned doesn't like everything 
told about him, especially his real 
name. He likt* an aura of mystery. 
Anyway, there are already a few 
flies in the ointment of being Ned. 

For instance, he says his wife 
flings him “I married this?" looks 
when they're home watching the 
show. 


the Dead 

And before getting married just 
last year, "I think my in laws were 
having a tough time thinking that 
their daughter was marrying Ned 
the Dead," he chuckles. 

Ned the Dead was bom last 
February. Dave Komisar. Channel 
1 l’s program director, was looking 
for a character to go along with 
the new "Chiller Theater." People 
on the Channel 11 staff 
auditioned. 

Ned says, "Overall, they were 
looking for someone who might be 
crazed enough to do it. I think I 
was a quick choice on that one." 

Ned (not his real name) 
practiced some voices, worked up 
his laugh, auditioned and knocked 
’em dead — well, maybe just 
wounded 'em. 

So for an afternoon every few 
weeks, when a Channel 11 studio 
turns into a zoo as they shoot a 
batch of bits for the movies (eight 
for each), he gets to bt this whole 
different being. 

"As the makeup is applied, I 
kind of get into the character." 


Please see Gerds /Page 12 



From Page 3 


□ Gerds 

Ned says. “I feel sorry for the poor 
woman who does the makeup 
because she has to be there as 1 
metamorphasize into Ned.” 

Normally, Ned shoots and edits 
commercials and station 
promotions. He likes that a lot. 
And he views being Ned the Dead 
as icing on the cake. 

“I have the best of both 
worlds,” he says. “1 get to be on 
and 1 can be irreverent and funny 
and laugh wildly and talk in an 
accent, and then I can go to work 
and do my regular job, which is 
great.” 

Ned doesn’t fly solo. Much of 
what Ned says is scripted. That’s 
done by Don Schunke, who works 
in the promotion department. 

Ned says, “I will ad-lib around 
the thjngs Don has written. He 
puts in a lot of time writing the 
jokes, constructing the scenarios 
and bringing in the props. So 
really Ned is as much or more him 
than Ned is me. I fulfill Don’s 
craziness.” 

There have been guys like Ned 
the Dead on TV all over the 
country for ages. I remember one, 
Dr. Cadaverino, in 1 Milwaukee. So 
do Schunke and Ned. 

Ned says, “I grew up in 
Milwaukee watching Dr. 
Cadaverino, so I had a lot of basis 
for this kind of thing. My 
Saturday night as a youth was 
staying up to watch Dr. 


Cadaverino and wondering, ‘How 
could he be so strange?’ I 
discovered it wasn’t really that 
hard to be that strange.” 

A trademark line Ned repeats is 
a sign of writer Schunke’s 
misspent youth (mine too because 
I recognize it). “Roll ’em, Lester" 
comes from another screwball 
character in old Milwaukee TV. 

like so many other TV folks, 
Ned finds himself looking at the 
ratings. 

"If I avert the asterisk 
(meaning the audience was too 
small to measure), I feel like I’ve 
really achieved.” 

He adds, "1 look at the ratings 
and say, ‘Man, there’s 16,(XX) 
people crazed enough to be 
watching Ned! And to stay up!”’ 

Usually, Ned says, his wife 
makes him shut it off or he’ll fall 
asleep during his own show. 

Still, he gets much pleasure 
doing his Ned thing. 

“Face it,” he says, “for a lot of 
the people who work in television, 
being on TV is neat. I find it 
especially neat when it’s not me 
but me as someone else.” 

Also, he feels he’s carrying on a 
tradition. 

As he felt with Dr. Cadaverino, 
“I hope there are 12-year-old kids 
who are saying, ‘Boy, I can’t wait 
to stay up to watch Ned the Dead 
and see what kind of awful movie 
he’s going to have.’ That makes 
me happy.” 


Green Bay Press-Gazette Apr 27, 2006 

BUZZ WOI — 

Ned the Dead flies 
the coop at The Eagle 


It's R.I.P. for the radio-ver¬ 
sion of Ned the Dead. 

After five years as co-host 
of the morning show on 
106.7 The Eagle (WJLW-FM) 
with Mike "The Rev'Walsh, 
Ned has left "The Rock of 
Green Bay" to focus on his 
full-time job as a video edi¬ 
tor and spend more time 
with his family. 

'I just got to the point 
where I didn't want to 
work two jobs anymore," 
said Ned, whose last day 
on the air was April 7. “It 
starts to take it out of you.” 

He's not missing the 5:15 
a.m. alarm or the 12-hour 
days, but the decision to 
walk away from radio was¬ 
n't easy. 

“When you're on the air 
or out meeting people ... 
radio is the best job in the 
world," he said. "It's the 
most joyous, glorious 
thing. I’ll miss it hugely." 

Listeners no 
doubt will miss the 
rapid-fire banter 
and infectious 
laughter between 
Ned and Walsh 
that became a 



trade¬ 
mark of 
their often- . **•" 

warped morning 
show. 

"We laughed and 
laughed and laughed. We 
laughed like pigs," Ned 
said. “I'd walk out of there 
happy every day. He's one 
of the funniest guys in the 
world." 

Walsh, who's flying solo 
on The Eagle early shift for 
the time being, said he 
found his “radio soul mate” 
in Ned. 

"We had a chemistry that 
you just can't manufac¬ 
ture," Walsh said. "Just 
hanging out with him was 
a ball. He's seriously one of 
a kind." 

But Ned the Dead lives 
on — in makeup. His long- 
running character contin¬ 
ues as the host of "Chiller 

Theater" at 9 p.m. Satur¬ 
days on local UPN af¬ 
filiate WACY. 

— Kendra Meinert 
Press-Gaette 


The Rev 

(not his real hair) 
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It's dawn of new 'Dead' TV era 


By KKNDRA MtINKRT 

Puss-Cazkttc 

w. • ' v' 

Contrary to the name. Ned the Dead 
is alive and... well, a little loopy 
“This has got me Just whacked." the 
longtime TV personality says of his re¬ 
turn to the small screen Saturday night. 
"That's all I need is the transference of 
more energy and my head will blow 
right off my shoulders '' 

After dying a quiet death this spring. 
Ned Is eager to resurrect hi* TV career 
with a new show. ,V ed The I trad's De 
minted Drive-In. on a new channel. 
ItPN’s WACY TV The slttick lives on. 
Introduce pleasantly appalling horror 
movies and do that "entry, wacky 
thing"— barking laughs included — 


during breaks 

•'lit any TV market, you have to have 
some dumb thing you can watch In the 
middle of the night." Ned says “It's a 
staple of grow ing up ~ 

He promises the movies on Demented 
Drive-In w ill be a better brand of bad 
than those of his previous show. Chiller 
Theatre 

"In the past, we showed really bad 
moves that were made In like 1948 
There are things about those movies 
that don't appeal to young people These 
movies will be bad. but they'll be In 
color and they'll have actors people al 
ready know about" 
yriithl Night Dart 2 <1969. Roddy Me 
Dowall). Arachnnphotna (I9»'. John 
Goodman) and The Texas Chaw Saw 


Massacre 2 (198#, Dennis Hopperiare 
slated lor Demented Drive-In 

Living and dying by the tube is noth¬ 
ing new to Ned. When WLl’K TV prilled 
the plug on his Chiller Theatre In May 
it was the second t tine. The show, which 
debuted In 1983. was canceled in 1989 
and reborn In 1995 

Demented Drue In will air from 11 
pm to 1 a m. Saturdays on WACY. 
Channel 31 Ned is unsure how long 
this life will last 

"It'llJust be every Saturday until they 
ivalize how rotten 1 am But it took 
Channel 11 about ISyenrs to realize 
that, so it's looking Rood ' 

► Ned answers the tough 
questloneMMIgo. 



Ned the Dead 

Reluming to Me on WACY-TV 




Only guys with 
brains and con vie 
tions need apply 
Brandy says 
Details. M2G-3. 


The Deadman’s 
new live TV 
show even 
■ ; ^L has him 

1^ scared 


Leelee's loopy, 
but likable 
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can't tinfl a boyfriend I'm looking 
around everywhere I go ’ 

On music 1 love Jlmi Hondd* 
Jartis Joplin and The Doors But I al¬ 
ways wonder, could they have weal¬ 
ed without the drugs?" 

V King of Brit pop 
gets a prince 

The king ol But pop now has an 
nair Actress Palsy Kensit, w#o ol 
Oasis singer Liam Gallagher, has 
ijven birth to a son. the couple's first 
ch»d Lennon Francis Gattoghor was 
nnrn Monday nipnt al London's Port¬ 
land Hospital. He is named alter Gal¬ 
lagher's hero. Bealtes star John 
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Jenny McCarthy 
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back to life 


Channel 11’s 
wacky host 
returns for 
more ‘Chiller 
Theatre’ 


Who kef* folkt /rrtm going lo brd 
Thry'd May up at night 
fir a laugh and a /right 
And to mNid go aal^huhtad 












Green Bay Press-Gazette Week of March 22-28, 1992 3 


Ned’s dead, but his voice lives on 


T his actually was not a 

freakish question: Where 
is Ned the Dead today? 

In front of me was Dead 
himself. 

"Ned the Dead is gone 
forever,” said the one-time host 
of Channel ll's late-night 
Chiller Theater. "Ned the Dead 
lives in the mind of Steve. And 
Steve is happy Ned has gone." 
Speaking was Steve Brenzel. 
While his Ned the Dead has 
passed on to the great crypt of 
bizarre TV characters, Brenzel 
has a new wild guy in Mr. B. 

One of TV’s funniest "local" 
personalities, Mr. B is the voice 
behind the camera in the 
screwball Mr. 13 Goes ... 
segments of public TV's On/TV. 

"Ned the Dead was the nicest 
thing that someone who isn't 
supposed to be on TV could 
ever do," Brenzel said on a 
recent trip to Green Bay to 
shoot some Mr. B footage. "It 
was tremendous. 

"It was like you. Warren 
Gerds, being able to be on TV 
doing something that is beyond 
your wildest dreams, in 
costume so no one knows who 
you really are. doing it for five 
years and then losing it while it 
was still half-way funny to 
people. It was the best." 

When Brenzel moved on from 
his production job at Channel 
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11 to work at a commercial 
production house in 
Milwaukee, Dead truly died. 

"I returned to being what I 
am. which is someone who isn’t 
on TV but who loves to make 
it," Brenzel said. 

Then out 
of the blue 
last year he 
got a call 
from 
longtime 
acquaintance 
Dean 

Thomas, an 
On/TV 
segment 
producer. 

"He felt 
there was a segment out there 
where they could do a point-of- 
view camera thing, and they 
were looking for someone who 
they felt could earn - it off 
through narration while not 
being on the air," Brenzel said. 

It was perfect for Brenzel. 


"Basically what I’ve 
discovered is my niche in life is 
to cut up while never being on 
TV.” he said. 

You can find out for yourself 
in this week’s edition of On/TV 
at 8:30 p.m. Thursday on 
Wisconsin Public Television 
(Channel 38, Green Bay). It 
includes the segment Mr. B 
Goes ... to the Grocery Store. 

In school, Brenzel was the 
kid in the back of the class 
"causing trouble, big time." 

Today, "These people give 
me the opportunity to do stuff 
that’s ridiculous.” he said. 

Going to the store is not 
ridiculous. It depends who’s 
going to the store. 

"Yes," Brenzel said, "but it’s 
like saying, 'Gee, would you 
like to go and sort of have fun 
with people and then we’re 
going to put this on TV all 
around the state?’ I feel very 
lucky that I am given the 
chance to do that stuff.” 

To young people. Brenzel 
feels, TV is "such a part of their 
life that it’s nothing to them. 

To me, it’s still cool to be on TV 
... I get these offshoot deals 
that let me live out the other 
side of me." 

And not be Dead. 

Gerds writes about television 
for the Press-Gazette. 
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In ’Ned' attire 
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Scene 


The Green Bay comedy scene 




□ Ned 

will spot him in h restaurant and 
say. “I know you! You’re John 
Maino!"Or, "I know you! You’re 
Brad Spakowit7.!" 

“They know they know you. but 
not quite," he say*. 

Iive appearance* are a hig part 
of the Ned the Dead routine. 

"Thesame t lungs Guy Zima goes 
to Nod the 1 k*ad got* to. We’ve 
shared water ir. the dunk tank. The 
usual reaction is. "This dork is Ned 
the I lead" Unbelievable." The first 
thing they say is, "1 can’t believe 
how short you are." 

Ned is not. however, without his 
admirers. 

For son of an ugly little guy it 
was interesting to know that there 
are women who not only wanted to 
meet Ned, but date him. ” 

Ned has an especially rabid 
following in the far reaches. 

"TV people don't come to Iron 


Mountain, so they really go nuts. 
Thev like me because I’ll hurt 
myself on TV." 

Ned's popularity dot* not seem 
to be a function of his lavish 
budget. The basic Ned the I )ead 
set conaistsof a plank laid between 
two step ladders. When the plank 
fell down and broke, they taped it 
rather than buy Ned a new plank. 

"The total expense of our set is 
about $1.50,’' Ned wtimates. "I go 
out on appearances and they say, 
"Oh, look! Cool! Ned's wearing 
Pomes." 

The special effect* are modestly 
budgeted. When the situation call* 
for Ned to lie violent, he smashes 
stryofoam cups with a plastic 
baseball bat. 

"Mv producer give* me this bat 
which probably cost 40 cents and 
says, "Don't wreck it. It’s my 
wife's.” 

Some of Ned s humor has not yet 
matured into juvenile. Kxample: 


What did the mad scientist get 
when he crossed the parrot and the 
centipede" Answer: a walkie-talkie. 

Generally, Ned doesn’t like to 
taint his performance with 
unnecessary rehearsals. 

"We look for disaster," he says. 

" 1 t’s one show where we say, “ Boy, 
did we screw that up. Let’s keep 
it.” 

Nor is the Ned mystique based 
on his fine films. Ned seems to take 
a certain pride in the inferiority of 
his movies. 

“It’s usually the same movie for 
the 14th time and it's bad anyway, 
something like Mars Seeds 
Women. You buy a pack of 40 
movies all of which are crappy 
anyway. If the movies were better. 
I'd look stupid." 

Actually, Ned doesn’t 
particularly like horror movies. 

"Somebody will ask, "Did you 
see Halloween IV*" Well, I 
probably didn’t see Halloween /." 
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Ned the Dead likes show's makeover 


N ed the Dead’s card- 
board-cutout ticket 
office from which he 
does verbal cartwheels is 
no more. His show has got¬ 
ten a makeover. 

“What is amazing for me, 
after 25 years, the show 
now is actually going to be 
good,” he said. 

That may come as a 
shock to denizens of late- 
night Saturday TV, where 
Ned has been a fixture on 
various Green Bay sta¬ 
tions. 

A new look and new fea¬ 
tures for “The Ned the Dead 
Show” start Saturday. 

Ned explains: “Basically 
what happened is some 
young gentlemen in the 
business who were raised 
on ‘Chiller Theater’ (the 
show’s original name) de¬ 
cided that Ned was getting 
old, and they were willing 
to tell Ned, ‘Dude, you’re 
old. This is old. We still love 
you, but it’s old.’ 

“At that point they said, 
‘Here’s our suggestion for 
what we’d like this show to 
become,’ and I couldn’t 
imagine the stuff they 



were saying.” 

The show has been an in¬ 
dependent production for 
about a year, led by Matt 
Haney as executive produc¬ 
er. 

“Now we’re movin’ and 
groovin’ with it,” Haney 
said. 

Ned’s gotten a virtual 3D 
Studio Max set. And more. 

“Our opening animation 
is like you’re flying over the 
top of Green Bay,” Haney 
said. “You go past Tower 
Drive Bridge (now named 
the Leo Frigo Memorial 
Bridge), and it looks like 
the theater is in downtown 
Green Bay” 

To one side is a sign that 
says “Sconniewood.” It’s 
the name for a segment in 
which shorts by local film¬ 
makers will air. 

“The name is basically 
Wisconsin’s version of Hol¬ 


lywood,” 

Haney said. 

“We built a 
replica of 
the Sconnie¬ 
wood Hills 
into our little 
Green Bay 
city world.” 

The main movies will be 
different. 

“We’re updating movies 
and doing some newer 
stuff, some color films from 
the ’70s and trying to get 
away from the real old 
black-and-white ones,” 
Haney said. 

Ned and horror flick afi¬ 
cionado/sidekick Doc Mor¬ 
eau will be joined by 
Heather Dugger for what’s 
called cosplay 

“She creates costumes 
and dresses up like differ¬ 
ent animation characters,” 
Haney said. 

The movies will have 
more, but shorter, breaks 
for Ned’s crazed comedy 
and other stuff. 

Four shows are in the 
can, and Ned’s pumped: 
“The look of what they’ve 
created and the general feel 


On TV 

■ What: “The Ned the Dead 
Show” 

■ When: 11 p.m. Saturday 

■ Where: WACY, Channel 32 

of it to me will make it ac¬ 
tually interesting to regu¬ 
lar, living humans — which 
is a shock.” 

The plan is to syndicate 
the show after 26 shows are 
in the can. 

“We do everything,” 
Haney said of his small 
Midwest Omnimedia oper¬ 
ation. “We sell the advertis¬ 
ing, we pay for the air time. 
I think we’re pretty much 
the only ones in town that 
are doing anything like 
that.” 

Haney, 32, started watch¬ 
ing Ned when he was 5. 

“Being a fan from when I 
was a little kid, it’s pretty 
cool to actually do the show 
now and entertain the next 
generation,” he said. 

Warren Gerds writes about television 
and radio for tfie Press-Gazette. Write 
to him at P.0. Box 23430, Green Bay, 
Wl 54305-3430 or e-mail 
wgerds@greenbaypressgazette.com. 





